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“While my particular story shapes
the film,” says Friedrich, “it’s less
important than the experience of
the viewer, who should be free to
remember his or her own stories,
disapprove of, argue with, or
identify with my experience.

“The film evolved over a three-
year period, and it portrays very
directly the complicated web of
emotions that attend any medical
problem — from fear and denial
to diligence and faith,” says
Friedrich.

Bringing her Hi-8 videocam-
era along to her doctor’s appoint-
ments, Friedrich documented her
journey through the Western
healthcare system. Correspond-
ingly, she utilized 16mm film to
explore Eastern medicine, martial
arts and gardening.

The film is much more than an
exploration of medical issues,

though, as Friedrich explains, “It’s
also about facing middle age and
menopause, and about the fear of
death.”

Friedrich is a self-taught film-
maker who typically writes, pro-
duces, directs, shoots, and edits all
of her films — and The Odds of Re-
covery is no exception (though she
did have some assistance from cin-
ematographer Joel Schlemowitz).

Bay Area queer audiences are
most familiar with Friedrich’s
work from the Gay & Lesbian

Film Festival. Frameline has
shown all of her films over the
years, including such highlights as
her innovative and award-win-
ning lesbian nun film, Damned If
You Don’t (1987), and Friedrich’s
poignant exploration of lesbian
childhood, Hide and Seek (1996).

Over the years, Friedrich has
blazed a path for a different kind
of filmmaking — and a different
kind of filmgoing experience.
Lyrical, poetic, passionate and in-
novative, Friedrich’s films are
among the most rewarding cine-
matic delicacies you’'ll ever find.
The Odds of Recovery continues
on this path as Friedrich uses her
own intimate personal experience
as a lens for us to examine our
lives, and experience our own vul-
nerability.

The Odds of Recovery screens at
the San Francisco Art-Institute,
800 Chestnut St., on Sept. 23 at 8
p.m.; and at the Pacific Film
Archive, 2575 Bancroft Way,
Berkeley, on Sept. 26 at 7 p.m. Su
Friedrich will be in attendance at
both screenings.

Tickets are $7 and available at
the door. MadCat Women’s Inter-
national Film Festival screenings
are taking place throughout the
month of September at four Bay
Area venues: Artists Television Ac-
cess, San Francisco Art Institute,
El Rio and the Pacific Film
Archive in Berkeley. For more in-
formation, call the Madcat Hot-
line at (415) 436-9523, or visit
www.somaglow.com/madcat. ¥



